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BROADBAND ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING AGENDA

• Call to Order 

• Introductory Remarks from the Chair

• Approval of Minutes 

• Office of Broadband Updates

o Connect Illinois Grant Program

o Digital Equity Package

o Working Groups (Smart Cities, Rural Innovation, Digital Equity & Inclusion)

• Stakeholder Updates

o Computer Equity Network | Andrea Lindsay, PCs for People

Dr. Jaison McCall, PCs for People

o FCC Precision Agriculture Task Force | Heather Hampton Knodle

• Illinois Broadband Map Demo 

• Federal Updates | Gigi Sohn, Georgetown Law Center, Benton Institute for 
Broadband & Society

• Public Comment

• Next Meeting – September 15, 2021 



Infrastructure

• Connect Illinois Broadband Grant Program

Digital Equity

• Illinois Connected Communities

• Broadband READY (Regional Collaboration for Adoption + Digital Equity)

• Digital Navigator Program

• Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network
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ILLINOIS OFFICE OF BROADBAND
PROGRAMMING



• Program Summary
• Grant to support broadband infrastructure that meets or exceeds state goals

• Grant Amount
• Up to $5M; $50M available statewide

• Four Categories
• Broadband Access
• Broadband Innovation
• Urban Broadband
• Broadband Equity

• Application Deadline
• April 12, 2021
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CONNECT ILLINOIS
BROADBAND GRANTS
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• $50M state + $65M nonstate match = $115M investment

• 26,000+ new/improved connections to homes, farms, biz, 
community anchors

• 28 projects, 18 different grantees 
(17 providers + one local government)

• 39 applications; 37 applications were complete and/or 
responsive to NOFO

• Strong cross-section of provider representation

CONNECT ILLINOIS RD 1

JUNE 2020 AWARDS



Between Application Deadline + Award Announcement:

• Merit Review

• Mapping Review

Milestones

• April 12 | Application Deadline

• April 26 | Rd 2 Proposal Map Posted

• May 24 | Mapping Review Inquiry Deadline

• TBD | Rd 2 Award Announcement
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CONNECT ILLINOIS RD 2
MERIT + MAPPING REVIEW









• Planned Timeline

• Expected Funding

• Anticipated Approach
• Similarities to Rds 1 + 2

• New characteristics
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CONNECT ILLINOIS RD 3
PREVIEW



Infrastructure

• Connect Illinois Broadband Grant Program

Digital Equity

• Illinois Connected Communities

• Broadband READY (Regional Collaboration for Adoption + Digital Equity)

• Digital Navigator Program

• Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network
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ILLINOIS OFFICE OF BROADBAND
PROGRAMMING



• Local Broadband Planning + Capacity Building 

• Program Summary
• Broadband Steering Committee

• Digital Divide Elimination Plan | access, adoption + utilization

• Collaborate with statewide computer refurbishing & redistribution network

• 50 hrs of consultant/facilitator time; best practice curriculum

• Grant Amount
• Up to $15,000 per community; $150,000 available statewide

• Application Deadline
• March 8, 2021
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CONNECT ILLINOIS DIGITAL EQUITY
ILLINOIS CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
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ILLINOIS CONNECTED COMMUNITIES

2020 AWARDS

• Partnership among the Illinois Office of Broadband, the Benton 
Institute for Broadband & Society, and local philanthropy. 
Designed to engage a first-year cohort of communities through 
best practice curriculum and expert consultation. 

• The initial cohort includes four school districts, two community-
based organizations, two local governments, two county-level 
organizations, and two economic development groups:

• Each Illinois Connected Community will have completed a 
community-driven, broadband strategic plan that articulates the 
community’s broadband vision and identifies an action plan for 
progress toward improved broadband access in the areas of 
community and economic development, education, civic 
engagement, healthcare, agriculture, and more.  

• Mercer County Better Together
• Neighborhood Network Alliance
• Palatine School District 15
• Park Forest-Chicago Heights School District 163
• Region 1 Planning Council 
• Village of Flanagan

• Brown County School District 1

• City of Harvey
• Housing Authority of Champaign County
• Leadership Council Southwestern Illinois
• Mattoon School District 2
• McKinley Park Development Council



• Regional Engagement for Adoption + Digital Equity (READY)

• Program Summary
• Drive broadband collaboration for engagement, evaluation, planning, and progress at regional level

• Align local and regional efforts toward shared goals in broadband access, adoption, and utilization

• Promote immediate community technology expansion

• Integrate Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network + Digital Navigator capacity

• Grant Amount
• Up to $50,000 per region

• Project Timeline
• Spring/Summer 2021
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CONNECT ILLINOIS DIGITAL EQUITY
BROADBAND READY PROGRAM
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BROADBAND READY PROGRAM

APPROACH

• A two-phased approach

• Two initial cohorts

• Establish baselines

• Annual updates

• Fundamentally, the program seeks to

• Shorter-term broadband access expansion

• Longer-term advances in broadband access, 
adoption + utilization

• Leverage infrastructure investment to drive 
economic prosperity
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BROADBAND READY PROGRAM

APPROACH

Regional Engagement for Adoption + Digital Equity (READY) Program:

• Balance shorter-term broadband access expansion with longer-term engagement
• Add context + contour to the current Office of Broadband access mapping 
• Identify digital inequities + opportunities through regionwide collaboration with:

• Access (IOB Mapping)
• Adoption (ACS)
• Utilization

In addition to evaluating current conditions + next steps in digital equity + inclusion, the program will seek 
scalable and/or replicable best practices in broadband utilization, ranging from economic development 
innovation to telehealth to remote learning.



• Program Summary
• Promote digital equity + inclusion through “Digital Navigator” capacity:

• Identify + map digital inequities

• Identity digital inclusion assets

• Identify digital inclusion programming gaps

• Award Amount
• Communities will receive technical assistance valued at $10,000

• Application Deadline
• Recurring
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CONNECT ILLINOIS DIGITAL EQUITY
DIGITAL NAVIGATOR PROGRAM



Initial Proposed

• Access      

• Economic Development      Digital Equity + Inclusion

• Education      Smart Cities

• Technology       Rural Innovation

• Telehealth      
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BROADBAND ADVISORY COUNCIL
WORKING GROUPS

















































Consolidated Appropriations Act
• $2.3T overall investment

• $7 billion to improve connectivity in the U.S. 

• Extension of CARES Act spending deadline to December 31, 2021
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FEDERAL BROADBAND EFFORT
OVERVIEW



Education Stabilization Fund (U.S. Department of Education) - $81.8B

• Majority of funds distributed directly to K-12 and Higher Education Institutions via formula-grants. 

• $54.3 billion for Elementary and Secondary Schools

• $21.1 billion for Higher Education

• New appropriation of $4 billion for Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund, per CARES Act. 

• Allowable uses include addressing student broadband access and connectivity gaps.  

• $2.75 billion reserved for Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools program. 
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FEDERAL BROADBAND EFFORT
REMOTE LEARNING



Connecting Minority Communities Pilot Program (NTIA) - $285M

• Establishes an Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives to expand access to broadband internet access 
and digital opportunities in HBCU communities & Hispanic-serving institutions. 

• Promote initiatives for broadband access and digital opportunities for anchor communities and develop 
recommendations to rapidly expand deployment of broadband to unserved minority-serving institutions 
and anchor communities. 

• Funding will support HBCUs and other minority-serving education institutions, including partnerships 
with minority-owned businesses, to expand broadband capacity and use at the school and in the 
surrounding community, including by assisting students to afford broadband service.
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FEDERAL BROADBAND EFFORT
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT



Emergency Broadband Benefit Program (FCC) - $3.2B

• Temporary, emergency broadband benefit to aid low-income Americans access broadband. 

• Up to $50 monthly subsidy for broadband subscription.  

• Up to $100 one-time subsidy for a low-cost device such as a computer, laptop, or tablet.  

• Program expires six months after COVID-19 pandemic passes or funding expires.  

• Participation is voluntary for broadband providers.

• Similar but expanded eligibility requirements to Lifeline; Pell grant recipient, free and reduced lunch, 
layoff/furlough, Lifeline National Verifier/NLAD, or qualifies for an existing privately-funded low-income 
program. 

45

FEDERAL BROADBAND EFFORT
ADOPTION









American Rescue Plan
• $1.9T

• $10B in state block grants for broadband (Capital Projects Fund)

• $170B to K-12 schools, colleges & universities
• reopen & operate safely
• facilitate remote learning

• $7.2 for Emergency Connectivity Fund + E-Rate Expansion

Accessible, Affordable Internet for All Act

American Jobs Plan
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FEDERAL BROADBAND EFFORT
2021 + BEYOND
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QUESTIONS?

Matt Schmit | Chair

Illinois Broadband Advisory Council

Director | Illinois Office of Broadband

Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity

broadband@Illinois.gov



NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15



ADJOURNMENT


